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T H E  A R C H I T E C T  &  T H E  P H I L A N T H R O P I S T  

A N T T I  L O V A G  &  P I E R R E  B E R N A R D

Born in 1920 in Hungary, Antti Lovag is a habitologist architect who 

conceives the house as a space of freedom. He abandoned right 

angles in favor of spheres and curves because they more truly fit the 

mobility of man, his movements and gestures, in a domestic space. 

His meeting with Pierre Bernard marked the beginning of a 

successful adventure which enabled him to complete the construction 

of his first house in Théoule sur Mer.
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I S A B E L L E  &  J E A N - P A T R I C E  B E R N A R D

The Maison Bernard Endowment Fund’s purpose is the protection 

and perennity of Antti Lovag’s architectural work with Pierre 

Bernard. Originally designed as a family residence, today this house 

is one of the most successfully completed examples of organic 

architecture. It embodies Antti Lovag’s experimental and innovative 

architecture as well as the originality of his construction principles.
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To perpetuate its openness to creativity, each year the Maison 
Bernard endowment fund welcomes an artist in residence for a 
maximum six-month stay. The selected artist must create an original 
work in relation to the house architecture and its natural 
environment. The artists receive a scholarship and are housed in the 
independent living quarters and adjacent workshop created in the 
1970s by Antti Lovag for his own use.
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The Maison Bernard was renovated over a five-year period with 
architect Odile Decq in collaboration with Isabelle Bernard. The 
renovation work focused primarily on the use of color which enabled 
each of the house’s spaces to have veritable identities. The 
renovation resulted in a contemporary and joyous reading of Antti 
Lovag’s architecture in this 1970s-era House.
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E n t r a n c e  f e e  :  2 0 € ,  1 0 €  f o r  

s t u d e n t s  a n d  m i n o r s

g u i d e d  v i s i t  :  f o r  g r o u p s  o f  8  

p e o p l e  m a x i m u m .  v i s i t o r s  m u s t  b e  

a t  l e a s t  1 5  y e a r s  o l d .

b o o k i n g  v i a  t h e  f o r m  o n  :  

w w w . f o n d s - m a i s o n b e r n a r d . c o m

G U I D E D  V I S I T  

O F  T H E  H O U S E

The Maison Bernard Endowment Fund’s purpose is the promotion of 
and public accessibility to Antti Lovag’s work. The house is now open 
to the public by appointment every Tuesday from October through 
April and every other Tuesday in May, June and September. The 
guided visits focus on the most emblematic areas of the House and 
enable visitors to gain a better understanding of Antti Lovag’s 
innovative architecture.
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Upon the occasion of its creation the Maison Bernard endowment fund 
asked photographer Yves Gellie to create a series of original artistic 
images focusing on form and color. His photographic essay questions 
the relationship between art and architecture through the common 
themes of the nature and shape of space as well as its representation. 
A selection of this work is presented on the Endowment Fund website :
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